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1 August 2023

Ms Melissa Pang responded to media enquiries about a statement issued by

The Law Association for Asia and the Pacific (“LAWASIA”)

LAWASIA’s statement issued on 31 July 2023 does not represent my personal view. It is
important to make it clear that Hong Kong’s National Security Law does not conflict with the
protection of human rights and/or the right to have a fair trial. Indeed, in a most recent
judgment handed down by the Hong Kong Court on 28 July 2023, the Court at paragraph 7
expressly states that “in particular, NSL 4 also imposes a duty on authorities (including the
Court) acting to safeguard national security to ensure that human rights “shall be respected

and protected”.

We must respect that in Hong Kong, every individual (including any government official) is
entitled to freely exercise his or her right to file complaints against our professional lawyers
without fear and pressure from a court of public opinion. We have self-governing
professional bodies which will deal with complaints fairly and efficiently. Any pressure to be
exerted on these professional bodies when the complaints are being handled or under

investigation is regrettable and must not be encouraged.

In Hong Kong, irrespective of a person’s political stance, everyone is equal before the law. No
one who has committed a breach of the National Security Law can be exempted from
investigation or criminal sanction by reason of his or her political inclination. National
security goes to the stability and prosperity of Hong Kong and represents the core interests

of Hong Kong people.



