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To Editor/ Assignment Editor:

Response from President of The Law Society of Hong Kong
to media enquiry about a statement issued by
The Law Association for Asia and the Pacific (“LAWASIA”)

The statement issued on 31 July 2023 by LAWASIA, The Law Association for Asia and the
Pacific, does not represent my personal view.

Article 4 of the Hong Kong National Security Law provides that human rights shall be respected
and protected in safeguarding national security in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.
The rights and freedoms which the residents of the Region enjoy under the Basic Law and the
provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights as applied to Hong Kong, shall be protected
in accordance with the law.

In a judgment handed down by the High Court of Hong Kong on 28 July 2023, the Court
expressly stated that freedom of expression is not absolute in nature but is nonetheless a highly
important right that cannot be lawfully restricted without the requirements of legal certainty and
proportionality being met. Further, on whether a reasonable balance has been struck between the
societal benefits of the encroachment and the inroads made into the constitutionally protected
rights of the individual, one has to ask in particular whether the pursuit of the societal interest
results in an unacceptably harsh burden on the individual.

Vested with statutory powers to regulate the professional conduct of solicitors, The Law Society
of Hong Kong is a self-governing professional body which deals with complaints about its
members fairly, impartially and efficiently. We have to ensure that every individual is able to file
complaints about professional conduct without pressure. Any pressure to be exerted on the Law
Society when the complaints (whether or not relating to the National Security Law) are under
investigation is unacceptable.

C. M. Chan
President of The Law Society of Hong Kong
1 August 2023
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