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To Editor/ Assignment Editor:

Meeting with Secretary for Justice on 1 August 2022

The Council of the Law Society had its first meeting with the new team in charge of the
Department of Justice on 1 August 2022. We presented an overview of the major work that
Is being undertaken by the Law Society to Mr Paul Lam, Secretary for Justice and Mr Horace
Cheung, Deputy Secretary for Justice, and their team. In particular, we shared the Law
Society’s effort in upholding the rule of law and judicial independence, promoting legal
services in the Greater Bay Area and helping young lawyers to tap into the potential of this
emerging market, continuing with its international work in promoting Hong Kong,
facilitating legislative reforms including modernization of the copyright law and giving due
recognition of the status of solicitor advocates, and nurturing the younger generation’s
awareness of the importance of the rule of law through interactive activities.

We also took the opportunity to raise concerns about the delay in bringing to trial defendants
who are in custody in relation to the public order cases and those involving the National
Security Law. We have been assured that the Department of Justice is aware of the concerns
and will take all necessary steps to address any unreasonable delay.

We also highlighted the adverse impact of the strict Covid travel restrictions on attracting
international legal talent to Hong Kong and urged the Department of Justice to help address
the adverse impact on the status of Hong Kong as an international legal service hub.

The Law Society will continue to maintain a constructive dialogue with the Department of
Justice to advocate the views of our profession.

Yours sincerely,
C. M. Chan

President of The Law Society of Hong Kong
1 August 2022
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