Procedure for making an application under 

Section 6(6) of the Legal Practitioners Ordinance
(effective 3 July 2023)
Applications for removal of the condition are made by statutory declarations.  The applicant’s statutory declaration must contain the following information:

1.
All legal qualifications, including the dates of admissions;

2.
(1)
The period(s) of full-time employment(s) in solicitors’ firm(s)# in Hong Kong showing that the applicant was in bona fide employment in the practice of a solicitor for two years* prior to the application, stating:

(a)
the exact dates of commencing and ceasing of employment(s); and
(b)
the position(s) held;

(2)
The nature of the applicant’s practice during each of the above period(s); and
3.
The reason(s) for any gap(s)● between the period(s) of employment(s).
4. 
The applicant has either:-

(1) as a participant or a RME tutor of the mandatory course in practice management referred to in section 6(6B) of the Legal Practitioners Ordinance (“LPO”) (“Mandatory Course”), successfully completed■ the Mandatory Course within 5 years immediately prior to his or her application for the first issue of an unconditional practising certificate; or
(2) as a participant or a RME tutor been granted an automatic exemption from taking the Mandatory Course by the Law Society under section 6(6C) of the LPO as he or she has completed▲ the RME Elective offered as a pilot run of the Mandatory Course by The Academy of Law within 5 years prior to his or her application for the first issue of an unconditional practising certificate; or 
(3) been granted an exemption from taking the Mandatory Course by the Consents Committee under section 6(6C) of the LPO.
# Certified copies of letter(s) issued by solicitors’ firm(s) must be exhibited to support the information in paragraph 2(1)(a) and (b) above.

* 
The two-year period must be a continuous period of two years, but this period need not be immediately prior to the application for removal of the condition.  

● The two-year period will not be considered as continuous if there is a gap which is longer than 30 days.
■ see Circular 23-111 (SD) and its Guidelines on Successful Completion of the Mandatory Course.
▲ see Circular 23-111 (SD) and its Guidelines on Automatic Exemption from the Mandatory Course in Cases of Successful Completion of Relevant RME Elective.
A sample statutory declaration is attached.

A non-refundable administration charge of HK$2,000.00 will be payable in respect of applications made under section 6(6) of the LPO.
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