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A. ROUTES TO ADMISSION FOR OVERSEAS LAWYERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMON LAW 

 

(1) Are you entitled to practise the law of an 

overseas jurisdiction? 

(2) Do you have at least 2 years of post-

admission experience in the practice of law, 

including any period of traineeship (or 

practical legal training in lieu of 

traineeship)? 

(3) Are you in good standing in that jurisdiction 

(plus any other in which you are admitted)? 

NON-COMMON LAW 

 

(1) Are you entitled to practise the law of an 

overseas jurisdiction? 

(2) Do you have at least 5 years of experience in 

the practice of law of that jurisdiction? 

(3) Are you in good standing in that jurisdiction 

(plus any other in which you are admitted)? 

Yes Yes to (1), (2) & (3) 

No to (2): Have you satisfied 

rule 5(2) of the Overseas 

Lawyers (Qualification for 

Admission) Rules? 

Have you passed all Heads of the Overseas Lawyers Qualification 

Examination you are required to sit? 

No Yes Yes No 

Have You: 

• resided in Hong Kong for at least 3 months immediately before the date of your 

 application for a certificate of eligibility for admission; or 

• the intention to reside in Hong Kong for at least 3 months immediately after your 

admission; or 

• ordinarily been resident in Hong Kong for at least 7 years at the time of your 

admission; or 

• been present in Hong Kong for at least 180 days of each of at least 7 years? 

Yes 

You are eligible to apply for admission as a solicitor in Hong Kong 

You are not eligible to apply for admission as a solicitor in Hong Kong as an overseas lawyer 

Yes 

No 


